Background information for international staff of the 2022 International English Camp in Lithuania
The Project

This year's camp starts Saturday, July 2 and finishes on Sunday, July 10. Before the camp there will be two full days with the staff in Vilnius for intensive briefing on how the camp works, final division of individual responsibilities, preparation of classes and other activities and team building. After the camp there will be a day for clean-up plus discussing and writing experiences: what worked well, what didn‘t, ideas or suggestions for next time, etc.

There will be 60-70 boys in total: roughly 50+ from Lithuania, 10 from Latvia. The international mix is great in terms of the inter-cultural experience and forcing people to interact as much as possible in English. The boys are divided by age into two big groups (one for ages 12-14, the other for ages 15-17).

We'll be about 15 people on the staff, including some from centers of Opus Dei in Lithuania and Latvia, several university students from the U.S. and other EU countries, and some past campers now college students or young professionals who come back to help out.

The daily routine basically includes English classes till about noon, Holy Mass and lunch, sport all afternoon, a "character talk" about some human virtue, an early evening less formal English class, dinner, Rosary, night game and snack. It's a full schedule. Each of you will be an English teacher, the coach (or assistant coach) of a sport team and have other responsibilities depending on your abilities and the general needs, like helping to organize night games, or giving a talk, etc. Really the key to the whole thing is interaction and friendship both with the boys and with the other staff members. In theory, everything is in English.

The camp takes place in the countryside near Kaunas, the second city of Lithuania, on the site of a former "pioneer" camp of the communist youth, which is now a family-owned "rural tourism" base and serves our needs well. The food is sometimes more, sometimes less, exotic. Enough to survive on.

We‘d like volunteers to arrive at least 2 days before the camp begins, to Vilnius (VNO). The earlier you arrive, the more you can help with final preparations of the camp in general and your own classes/responsibilities in particular, and see some of the Lithuanian capital. That will all take place in Vilnius.

This service project began as an initiative of Youth Service International there in the U.S. Some of the staff members were on the team of college students that first came in 1992. Hard to believe. Altogether well over 1,000 Lithuanian young people have taken part, and many dozen college students (initially all from the US, over time also from other countries) have volunteered their time and talents to make the whole thing possible.

Let me give you a bit of perspective on what this project, inspired by teachings of St. Josemaria and the social teaching of the Catholic Church, is all about. Lithuania, a country of 3 million people on the Eastern shore of the Baltic Sea, between Poland and Belarus, was occupied by the Soviet Union from the time of WWII. It was the only predominantly Roman Catholic republic of the Soviet Union, and in 1990 became the first to declare (and achieve) independence, something it did in the context of a bold but peaceful uprising against the communist system which has come to be known as the "singing revolution".

Half a century of communism left a heavy mark on Lithuania and its people. I'm not just talking about the hundreds of thousands of Lithuanians deported to Siberia, or the relentless persecution of the Church and believers in general, but also about social values and virtues that were lost or corrupted, things like honesty, diligence, the concept of family. Regained independence offered a chance for the Lithuanian people to rebuild their nation, something that young people especially were eager for, and which we were and remain proud to lend a hand. The country has come a loooong way. It's a functioning and stable Western democracy, which in 2004 joined the European Union and NATO, and has had pretty impressive economic growth. The Church, which never disappeared in fact, has been rebuilt too.

Also at the level of daily life, much has been done, even if together with progress against ills of the past there has been some loss of ground to the ills of the materialistic consumer society of the West. Evidences of remaining challenges are facts like Lithuania having one of the world's highest suicide rates and the frequency of broken families, linked to an unfortunately high rate of alcoholism. The family and alcohol issues are things we run into all the time in the work of our youth club and university center.

The camp's mission is to promote the holistic personal growth of all who take part, both the campers and the staff. It does so by creating opportunities for international friendship and solidarity, for living a spirit of service and encouraging optimism about the positive impact that a conscientious and coherent Christian can have on this world of ours. It's meant to challenge - intellectually, socially and spiritually. And I can tell you from my own experience and that of the many past campers and staff, that it is definitely a rewarding and enriching experience.
Application & Logistical Information
There is no cost for participating in the project: all meals, lodging, and transportation within Lithuania are covered.  However, volunteers will need to pay for their own transportation to and from Vilnius. Volunteers should plan on arriving on June 30 and departing on July 11.
For More Information
Contact Darius Rakštelis at Liepkiemis Study Center, Jogailos g. 7-12, Vilnius, Lithuania; +370-5-263-9174; darius@liepkiemis.lt
